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Mosquito of the Month:

It may be a misnomer to call  Culex pipiens , the Northern House Mos-
guito the omosquito of the month, 6 as
district CO : trap samples throughout the year. Although most Cx. pipiens

complaints from residents occur during the warm summer months, this mos- * -
guito can persist year -round in the county, retreating to protected under- o . - 4
ground sources in the winter. In addition to being a persistent indoor biting | S }
nuisance, this mosquito is the most important vector species for West Nile Vi- Cx. pipiensmosquito in flight

Culex pipiens

rus in urbanized areas. For this reason, con-

' itrol of Cx. pipiens is also a primary objective of the summer catch

basin treatment program.

3 A relatively small and delicate mosquito, Cx. pipiens is char-
/| | acterized by its light coloration and lack of leg stripes or other obvi-

ous markings. Larvae are fairly tolerant of organic pollution in wa-

ter, and can develop in a broad range of sources, both natural

and man -made. Although adult mosquitoes in the Culex genus

\

Cx. pipiensmosquitoes bloodfeeding. The | feed preferentially on birds,  Cx. pipiens will readily bite humans,
district maintains a colony ofCx. pipiensfor

use in laboratory tests and public education| and are most active at dawn and dusk.
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September/October Fairs

The district has been busy with a number of public education events during the past month.
Laboratory and operations staff answered questions and engaged with the public at the Insect
Zoods 30th Anniversary at the San Francisco Zoo and
the South San Francisco Day in the Park, the Pacific Coast Fog Fest and the Brisbane Day in the
Park. All the events were well attended, with a steady stream of people asking for information.
Every year the district participates in a variety of these events to in-
crease awareness of district services and vector -borne diseases.

The district display at the Insect Zoo focused on Live insect displays are always popular a
the biological aspects of mosquito control and dis{ | fairs, and help to educate the public on
ease prevention. humaninsect interactions.

4

Trustee Bob Maynard joined district
staff at the Brisbane Day in the Park.

West Nile Virus Update

Statewide:

As of October 13, 2009, 471 dead birds (19% of birds
tested) have been found positive for West Nile Virus (WNV) in
California (see map at right). This reflects a significant decrease
in positive birds compared to this time last year, when 2,265 birds,
or 43%, had tested positive.

There have been 81 human cases of WNV reported so far
this year from 16 California counties. Considerably more human
cases, 326, had been reported by this date last year. Three WNV -
related fatalities have also been reported in the state in 2009,
from Fresno (1), Los Angeles (1), and Merced (1) counties.

San Mateo County:
San Mateo County continues to enjoy another low season
for WNV activity. No human cases have been reported. State-
wide and county dead bird collection concluded for the season
on October 8. A total of 170 dead birds were reported in San
Mateo County this year. Thirty -five (35) of these birds were tested for WNV, and only one bird (a
woodpecker collected in July) tested positive.



