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Operations
During February, mosquito control operations focused on
seasonal marshes and impounded areas. Over 2,000 acres of
marshes and impounds were treated this month.

Bair Island was treated by helicopter on February 19th.
Applications were made to 1,600 acres on Inner and Middle
Bair. Outer Bair Island (pond B1) was treated by vector control

= technicians travelling on foot on
February 12th and 22nd.

Other control operations
targeted substantial larval mos-
quito habitat in East Palo Alto, Vector control technicians treat large areas of
Woodside, Portola VaIIey, San impounded water, which can breed mosquitoes
Carlos, Belmont, San Mateo, Daly City, San Bruno, Half Moon Bay,
Pacifica, and Redwood City.

Impounds in Mills field were treated on 8 dates, covering 15
Jacres. All of these applications were made by hand.

Aedes squamigerthe winter salt . .
marsh mosquito, has a reputation for Vector control technicians also treated 1,237 backyard fish-

being an aggressive biter, both day anfiponds and water under 18 buildings, 74 ditches and drainlines, and 85

night. These mosquitoes can breed in
huge numbers in the salt marshes
found along San Francisco Bay.

neglected swimming pools.
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Operations i Service Requests

District staff received 12 service requests in
February: 5 related to mosquitoes or standing wa-
ter, 4 relating to rats, 2 requests for insect/tick iden-
tifications and 3 relating to wildlife (raccoons,
skunks or deer). On February 5, members of the
operational and laboratory staff met with code
enforcement officers from all cities in the county to
hear an informational presentation on compulsive
hoarding and learn about some of the resources
available to low income residents to assist with
home repairs and yard cleanup. This information
will be given to residents in need of help with re-
ducing sources of rat activity around the home.

In February, vector control technicians in-
spected rat control work in sewer manholes in sev-
eral cities and assessed rat activity on the banks of
Atherton Channel in unincorporated areas be-
tween Alameda De Las Pulgas and Highway 280.

Vertebrate Pest Conference 2010

Several district staff members attended the 24th Vertebrate Pest
Conference, held this year from February 22nd to the 25th in Sacra-
mento. This conference is held every two years in California, and fea-
tures both local and international experts on vertebrate pest manage-
ment. Prominent topics covered included rodent and avian inte-
grated pest management (IPM), predator damage identification and
control, and the evolution and impacts of vertebrate pests.

District staff especially enjoyed the conference field trip, where
representatives of local agencies and UC Davis researchers explained
how they approached pest control is- District staff braved a cold, breezy day

sues in the area.

Examples of some of the damage

ing tested to manage the population
levels of these invasive rodents.

Norway rat burrows are visible along the banks of Atherton Chap-
nel. District programs monitor rat activity at various sites across
the county.

This conference was a great op- in Davis.
portunity for pest control professionals,
university researchers, and representa-
tives from regulatory agencies to share
information and build connections. Both
operations and laboratory staff from the
district gained a better understanding of
vertebrate pest control issues, as well as
learning some new techniques for both
caused by fox squirrels on the UC Davi§uture research projects and day  -to-day
campus. Birth control is currently be- | yvector control efforts.

to learn about ground squirrel control
and native bird conservation programs

USDA wildlife personnel explain how
pyrotechnics are used to minimize bird
collisions at the Sacramento Airport.




