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 During March, mosquito control operations focused 

on seasonal marshes and impounded areas.     

 Bair Island was inspected on March 16 and 22.  Mos-

quito control technicians treated 42 acres on Outer Bair and 

62 acres on Middle Bair on foot.  Larvae of the winter salt 

marsh mosquito were detected but subsequent trapping has 

indicated no adult mosquitoes emerging from this property.  

 Operations staff have been working with the owner of 

a parcel in Daly City behind the Cow Palace to stop mos-

quito development among boulders covering a large pile of 

earth on a construction site.  This work will be completed 

within the next few weeks and should sharply reduce the 

amount of larvicide required to control mosquitoes there.  

 Technicians also treated 1,891 backyard fishponds 

and water under 27 buildings, as well as 85 ditches and 

drainlines, and 179 neglected swimming pools.  

 Larval breeding sources at sewer plants in San Mateo, 

Burlingame, South San Francisco and Half Moon Bay were 

treated twice this month.  A new source of larval mosquitoes 

was detected at one plant and brought under control.  

Mosquito Control Operations  

Aerial photo with areas of Bair Island treated 

by helicopter marked by GPS. 
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Operations ñService Requests  

 District staff responded to 124 requests for service in March.  Eighty -one of these were related 

to mosquitoes (mosquito complaints, requests for mosquito fish delivery, and reports of standing wa-

ter).  Calls regarding stinging insects made up the second largest category of calls, many of these 

related to swarms of European honey bees (see below).   

West Nile Virus Update  

Statewide:  

 As of April 12, 2010, five dead birds (3% of birds tested) 

have been found positive for West Nile Virus (WNV) in Califor-

nia.  This is consistent with the results of dead birds tested at 

this time last year, when four birds had tested positive.  The five 

WNV positive dead birds this year come from three counties: 

Butte, Los Angeles, and Sacramento (see map at right).   

 There have not been any human cases of WNV re-

ported so far this year in California.  Similarly, no cases had 

been reported at this time last year.    

 

San Mateo County:  

 Fifteen dead birds have been reported in San Mateo 

County to date this year, but none have been in suitable con-

dition for testing.  Sentinel chicken testing begins in April for the 

2010 season.  

Reason for Request # Requests 

Mosquitoes/standing H2O 81 

Stinging insects 12 

Rats 15 

Other insects 7 

Raccoons 5 

Other 1 

 124 

Bee Swarms  

 At this time of year, bees frequently leave their hives in swarms, with 

many workers surrounding a queen bee.  These are collections of bees that 

leave their former hive due to overcrowding and venture out in search of a 

new home. European honey bee swarms will often  be found congregating in 

trees or bushes, but will sometimes simply gather in a mass on the ground.   

 Although these noisy buzzing hordes may alarm residents, swarming 

bees are generally docile and non -aggressive.  If left alone, most swarms will 

move on in a few days, when they find a place to establish a new hive.  


